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Goebbels hounded down every copy and every trace of
that speech.
Perhaps the most grotesque incident of all was that Dr.
Rosenberg, who had been bitterly attacked himself, was
obliged to publish an angry retort in the Volkischer Beobachter
the next day. But although he sought to demolish the
speech point by point, on Goebbels' orders, the original text
of it was not once quoted, and so he seemed to be fencing
with the empty air.
A few days before the speech Hitler had returned from
Venice, where he had been on a visit to Mussolini. He
had suffered a sharp rebuff at the hands of the head of the
Italian Government. (At that time Mussolini's opposition
to Hitler, on account of the Austrian question, was most
marked.) On the evening of the speech the Fiihrer had
assembled his sub-leaders at Gera in order to discuss with
them the course to be followed by events in Austria in the
face of his failure. Papen's speech burst like a bombshell
over the assembly. The disgust of the Right wing of the
Party was very marked because Papen had likewise exposed
the campaign against criticism. And references to Rdhm's
newly planned revolution enraged the Right radicals too,
and they immediately swore to be revenged.
Hindenburgs Congratulatory Telegram
To understand to the full the absurdity of the situation
one must bear well in mind the fact that Papen was still
Vice-Ghancellor in the Government. Thus constitutionally
he was the most powerful man after Hitler, the Chancellor.
President von Hindenburg had moreover scanned the speech
before it was read, and had approved it subject to some
minor alterations. Immediately after the speech he sent
Papen a congratulatory telegram couched in the warmest
terms with the object of expressing his agreement with
Papen's remarks.
Hitler had not been given a sight of the speech before it
was delivered, neither had the rest of the National Socialists
in the cabinet. This, overtly at any rate, was the angle of